
Ozarks	Chapter	Arkansas	Na0ve	Plant	Society	(OCANPS)	

Fall	2019	

It	has	been	an	interes,ng	summer	and	I	hope	that	you	have	had	a	chance	to	see	the	amazing	
array	of	wildflowers	along	the	way.		We	had	had	some	great	hikes	this	summer	and	have	a	few	
lined	up	for	the	fall.			We	hope	that	you	can	make	on	or	more	of	these.			

Harmony	Mountain	is	scheduled	for	November	8th	–	10th.			This	is	our	annual	fall	retreat	which	
we	have	held	since	the	organiza,on	began	in	1995.		On	Friday	night,	we	have	a	potluck	meal	
together	followed	by	a	plant	auc,on	–	plants,	seed,	plant	craKs,	nature	books,	homemade	
jams,	etc.			On	Saturday,	aKer	a	big	breakfast	and	lively	discussion,	we	hold	the	annual	business	
mee,ng	at	which	we	elect	officers		and	discuss	poten,al	hikes	and	ac,vi,es.		Then,	we	take	a	
hike	if	weather	permits.		So	far,	each	year,	weather	has	permiOed.		Unfortunately,	it	is	the	
opening	of	deer	season	so	we	are	limited	to	places	where	hun,ng	is	not	allowed.		But,	we	
always	find	a	good	place	to	hike.	

Rockspire Visit and Hike                                                                           April 27, 2019 

On a warm April Saturday, OCANPS members – Jim Dudley, Steven Foster, Susan Hubbard, Quintin 
Welch, and Burnetta Hinterthuer  met at Hart’s Grocery parking lot in Eureka Springs and car-pooled 

to the Rockspire Development near Trigger Gap.  The 125 acre plot of land was chosen by Mike 
Johnson and George Meyers from the Dallas area to be an intentional community for people desiring 

sustainable lifestyles.  As business partners, they had been working on innovative ideas for the past 
forty years.   

We arrived at the first constructed building, a community center where George Meyers talked about 

this vision that came to be called Rockspire, named for the beautiful geologic formations along a 
gravel road which lies at the base of a bluff-lined strip of land with northeast to east aspects.  After an 

introduction, we drove to the hike site where houses will be constructed within the trees and will take 
advantage of this south-facing aspect.  The first prototype house has been constructed and hikers 

were able to get a good look at the structure as well as enjoy the wildflowers in the hike along the 
roadway.  In addition, angel statues had been placed strategically along the road in grottos or on rock 

shelves.  This provides a private, contemplative, serene nature to this hiking trail that honors 
George’s sister who died several years ago and was an angel collector.   



Wildflowers found along the route included hoary puccoon, Lithospermum canescens;  wild hyacinth, 
Camassia scilloides;  fire pink, Silene virginica; widow’s cross, Sedum pulchellum; long-bracted false 
wild indigo, Baptisia bracteata var. bracteata;  three-lobed violet, Viola triloba;  houndstongue, 
Cynoglossum virginianum and phlox, Phlox divaricata along with a large diversity of trees.  One of the 
noticeable blooming shrubs was rusty black-haw, Viburnum rufidulum.    

It will be interesting to see how this sustainable development develops in the coming years.  Thanks 
to George and Mike for inviting us to visit and see this wonderful natural landscape. 

Eureka Springs Native Plant Garden Project Plant Fair 

The Native Plant Garden Project of Eureka Springs sponsored a fourth successful Native Plant Faire this spring.  
Faith Shah an organizer of the faire stated that the two vendors, Ozark Soul Native Plants and Ozark Native 
Plants sold $4,300 worth of small/med/large pots of native plants.   

In addition to the plant sale, there were five speakers this year.  Chris Fischer gave a talk on Eureka’s Native 
Plant Garden Project; Joe Woolbright spoke about prairie restoration in Northwest Arkansas; Jennifer Ogle 
discussed the Arkansas Native Plant Seed Cultivars Program is helping direct along with the Arkansas Natural 
Heritage Commission; Carla Berg talked about native plant volunteer opportunities  at Hobbs State Park and  
Steven Foster gave an entertaining program on “What plants are saying about us.” 

Ginny Masullo and Burnetta Hinterthuer prepared a table for the Arkansas Native Plant Society, Ozark Chapter, 
sharing information on appropriate native plants to use in landscaping, pollinator plants, plus a list of  2019 
hikes and activities sponsored by OCANPS and ANPS.  We were able to share the mission of the Arkansas 
Native Plant Society which is to encourage the appreciation for and use of native plant species.  The Fifth 
Native Plant Fair will be in the mid/late Spring of 2020. 

ANPS Fall Meeting 2019 
September 27-29 

Arkadelphia - Caddo Valley 
  

Come along and join us for the Fall ANPS meeting. Registration is $10 with no pre-registration required. Doors 
open at 5:00 PM at Parks & Recreation Building, Feaster Park on Friday, Sept. 27. 
  
It was in 2003 and 16 years ago when we last had a meeting in this area, so join us for our fall meeting complete 
with the annual Native Plant Auction! 
  
  
Hotel:                                                            Meeting Location: 
  
Hampton Inn                                                   Parks & Rec. Bldg, Feaster Park 
108 Malvern Road                                          2555 Twin Rivers Drive 
Arkadelphia AR 71923                                   Arkadelphia, AR 71923 



870-403-0800                                                 870-246-5499 

Driving directions to hotel and meeting location to follow in later online newsletter. 
  
Posthaste!!!  ** Hotel reservations must be made by Sept. 1. ** 
There are 15 double queens at $109 per night plus tax and 5 single queens for $89 per night plus tax.  Breakfast 
is included. Be sure to mention that you are with ANPS when making your reservation in order to get the 
discount.  Call now 870-403-0800 and save your room. 
  
Dining Options:  Potluck meal on Friday and Saturday evenings at the Parks & Rec Bldg. Meeting Room, 
Feaster Park.  Bring a dish or just come and join us. If preferred, there are also other dining options in the 
Arkadelphia area. 
  
We’ll have an ice machine available, coffee maker, plus a regular size refrigerator to store leftovers.  There are 
also refrigerators in the hotel rooms, so if not enough space in the refrigerator at the meeting site, your food will 
need to go back with you to your hotel room.  
  
Poster Session Friday and Saturday - Stop by to visit with Diana Soteropoulos and view her poster about 
citizen science herbarium transcription activity. Also, ask her about getting involved! More information in this 
issue of Claytonia. 
  
Evening Programs: 
Friday 

6:45 PM 
Welcome:  Donna Hanke, President 
Discussion of Field Trips:  Becky Hardin and Susan Hardin, Co-presidents-elect 

7:00 PM - Annual NATIVE PLANT AUCTION.  Bring your native plants, books, homemade jelly, jewelry, 
or plant art for the auction.  Proceeds from the auction support ANPSscholarships, research grants and small 
grants programs.  
  
Field Trips: 
Sign up for Field Trips on Friday night so that trip leaders will have list ready for Sat. AM.  Some trips may 
have a limit on number of participants. 
  
Field trips to areas of botanical interest at Terre Noire Blackland Prairie Natural Area, DeGray Lake State Park 
trails and also Ross Foundation Properties. The Ross Foundation areas are usually behind locked gates and 
include seeps, glades, pine and hardwood forests.  Mark Karnes, Land Management Staff Director of Operations 
and Ross Foundation Board of Trustees, has graciously offered to assist with field trips. 
  
Saturday       8:00 AM -   5:00 PM 
Sunday         8:30 AM  - 12:00 PM 
  
Details of field trips with directions and GPS to follow. 
          
Saturday 
  



6:00 PM- Membership Meeting 
6:45 - 7:45 PM - Theo Witsell, Ecologist & Chief of Research, Arkansas Natural Heritage Commission: 
Following Nuttall: A Bicentenary Interpretation of Thomas Nuttall's Exploration of the Arkansas Territory. 
  
Our very own Theo is back for this presentation and states that “2019 marks the 200th anniversary of the great 
botanist and naturalist Thomas Nuttall's year-long journey of discovery through the Arkansas Territory (present 
day Arkansas and Oklahoma).  He would be the first trained naturalist to record observations and collect 
specimens in most of the territory.  His first-hand account of this trip, later published as A Journal of Travels 
into the Arkansa Territory in the Year 1819, provides some of the earliest reliable information on the natural 
history of the region.  His observations on the flora, ecology, and geology are detailed and correlated to specific 
dates and places, making them especially useful to the scientist and historian.  These observations and his 
botanical specimens are the earliest surviving for much of the region and are central to our understanding of 
what things were like before being forever altered by the ravages of human progress.  To commemorate the 
bicentenary of Nuttall's trip, I've worked for the past several years on a "200 years later" reinterpretation of all 
the natural history observations he made in Arkansas Territory.  This included retracing his route using both 
historical and modern geospatial datasets, updating the nomenclature and taxonomy of all of the plants and 
animals he mentions, visiting many of the places he did, and weaving in my own observations gained over the 
past 24 years conducting field work for the Arkansas Natural Heritage Program.  The aim is to provide a 
detailed interpretation of Nuttall's natural history observations, and discuss changes in the landscape since his 
trip, specifically as they relate to ecological and biological diversity.  The full bicentenary account will appear 
as a series of heavily illustrated articles published in Phytoneuron (www.phytoneuron.net), an open access 
botanical journal available for free online, in late 2019 and early 2020. 
  
Save the Date! ANPS Spring Meeting: Northwest AR, May 15-17, 2020 

Fall Hikes and Activities: 

Date:	September	14th,	10:30am. 
Loca0on:	NWACC’s	Outdoor	Living	Laboratory 
Descrip0on:	Laurie	ScoO	has	been	managing	the	Outdoor	Living	Laboratory	at	NWACC	for	several	years.	This	
area,	located	in	Rogers,	features	a	post	oak	savanna	remnant,	as	well	as	several	rare	and	tracked	na,ve	plant	
species.	Laurie	will	teach	us	about	land	use	history	of	the	Outdoor	Living	Laboratory,	the	botanical	importance	
of	this	area,	and	the	land	management	techniques	she	has	implemented	there.	We’ll	meet	in	the	parking	lot	of	
the	Health	Professions	building	located	at	the	north	end	of	the	NWACC	campus.	The	trailhead	begins	at	the	
large	garden	area	for	NWACC’s	Agriculture	and	Hor,culture	students.	RSVP	to	Laurie	ScoO	
at	lscoO3@nwacc.edu. 

Native	Plant	Walk	-	Rob	and	Melani	Walton	Preserve 
Saturday,	October	5 
	 
WHERE:	Rob	and	Melani	Walton	Preserve,	TNC	parking	lot.	36.442784,	-93.950051 
WHEN:	Saturday,	October	5th.	9:00am-3:00pm 
RSVP:	info@beaverwatershedalliance.org 
 
DETAILS:  
Join	the	Alliance	and	the	Arkansas	Native	Plant	Society's	Ozarks	Chapter	for	a	hike	into	The	Nature	
Conservancy's	Rob	and	Melani	Walton	Preserve,	located	just		outside	GarVield.	This	preserve	features	
some	of	the	best	historic	Ozark	woodland	habitat,	thanks	to	great	management	by	The	Nature	

http://www.phytoneuron.net/
mailto:lscott3@nwacc.edu
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.google.com/maps?hl%253Den%2526q%253D36.442784,%252B-93.950051%2526source%253Dcalendar&sa=D&usd=2&usg=AOvVaw0XsOrGSv1FuGiSBgimtW-k
mailto:info@beaverwatershedalliance.org


Conservancy!  
 
This	region's	unique	geology	and	various	ecosystems	supports	one	of	the	most	diverse	native	plant	
communities	in	Arkansas.	Many	of	these	plants	provide	a	glimpse	into	Arkansas'	ancient	history,	when	
our	climate	was	a	much	hotter	and	dryer	place. 
 
We’ll	meet	at	the	TNC	parking	lot	at	9	AM,	located	on	Ford	Rd	(CR-914).	We	should	be	on	the	trail	by	9:15.	
The	ending	time	is	somewhat	open	and	dependent	on	participants,	but	we	should	be	back	to	the	vehicles	
by	3	PM	at	the	latest.	Be	ready	for	a	day	full	of	hiking!	Bring	a	sack	lunch,	plenty	of	water,	and	your	
favorite	hiking	gear!	We	may	have	to	ford	a	small	stream,	so	consider	wearing	a	pair	of	shoes	you	don't	
mind	getting	wet.  
 
Due	to	logistics	and	safety,	participants	will	be	limited	to	20	and	will	need	to	RSVP	in	advance. 

                                              Eureka Springs Plant Fair, April 27, 2019 
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Rockspire	April	20,	2019	

 	

							Stephen	Foster	and	BurneHa	at	Rockspire							Firepink	along	the	trail	

Dues	are	Due:	

If	you	have	not	paid	OCANPS	dues	for	the	coming	year,	remember	that	they	are	$10/yr.		Checks	should	be	
mailed	to:	

Mary	Reuter,	121	CR	432,	Berryville,	AR	72616	

If	you	need	to	pay	ANPS	dues,	you	may	mail	a	check	for	$15	to:	

Katherine	Lincourt,	Treasurer,	2625	Charter	Oak	Drive,	LiOle	Rock,	AR	72227	




